


Ash and Silence was born from a fascination with institutions that feel alive,
places that do not merely educate, but watch, shape, and quietly consume those
within them. At the heart of the story stands Ravenmoor Academy, not simply as
a setting, but as a living presence with memory, intention, and hunger. In true
gothic tradition, the academy’s twisting corridors, suffocating halls, and shifting
shadows mirror the psyche of Silas Ravencroft, reflecting his descent from grief
into ambition, and from fear into grim resolve. 

The novel draws inspiration from the dark academic atmosphere popularized by
Wednesday and the broader traditions of Gothic literature. From Wednesday
comes the stark visual sensibility, cold architecture, restrained emotion, and
elegant menace, while dark academia contributes its obsession with intellect,
pride, decay, and moral corrosion. Ravenmoor Academy embodies the tension
between prestige and rot: a place of brilliance that quietly demands sacrifice from
those who seek greatness within its walls.

At its core, Ash and Silence is not a story about defeating darkness, but about
learning to live beside it. Silas Ravencroft must confront whether silence is
protection or complicity, whether ambition liberates or corrupts, and whether the
shadows haunting the academy are external forces or reflections of the self. By
binding the boy, the school, and the darkness together, the narrative suggests that
true horror does not emerge from monsters alone, but from the quiet human
choices that allow them to grow.
.

PREFACE



Silas Ravencroft sits alone in the dark Ravencroft library, dust floats
in the candlelight like tiny ghosts. His mother moves quietly outside
the door. The house remembers the night his father died when Lucien
Morcant’s magic ruined their peace. 
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Silas discovers a shelf of old symbols covered in dust, and he tries to
trace the hidden knowledge beneath stone and ink.



46

Adrian starts to doubt his father's ambition, revealing the first signs
of conflict in his beliefs.



70

All magic fades away, causing the candles to flicker weakly and the air
to become still. The world feels lighter, yet is steeped in grief.



91

He dreams of his father standing in the yard, smiling. Silas wakes with
a wave of heat flooding his entire body.
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